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With Parents and Family Members,
DCISD Celebrates Thanksgiving 

Meet the Staff at Dell City ISD
Nataneal Rodriguez – 

Fourth & Fifth-Grade Teacher
	 Fourth	and	fifth	
grades are a comple-
tion, and a threshold, as 
students round out their 
elementary-school years 
and look ahead to middle 
school and high school. 
They move beyond the 
basics to become sophis-
ticated readers and critical 
thinkers. But as middle 
school looms, social 
concerns can overshadow 
academic ones. 
 Nataneal Rodriguez teaches Dell City ISD’s 
fourth-	and	fifth-graders.	It’s	his	first	year	of	teaching,	
and he’s striving to insure that his students integrate 
what they’ve learned in elementary, and are equipped 
for	the	next	phase.	
 “This is when abstract thought really begins 
to	kick	in,”	Rodriguez	said.	“And	that’s	one	of	the	
main	focuses	in	the	classroom,	to	develop	critical	
thinking.	It’s	fascinating	to	see	that	complexity	and	
creativity come in.”
 Rodriguez wants his students to not only 
remember	facts,	or	understand	what	they	study,	but	
to evaluate and analyze what they read, to be able to 
apply	scientific	and	mathematical	concepts.	A	key	to	
that growth, he said, is small-group instruction. Stu-
dents need opportunities to engage with one another.
 “What happens among the students is very 
important,” Rodriguez said. “You have conversations, 
and	you	ask	questions	of	your	classmates	and	part-
ners.	If	you’re	reading	a	story,	break	it	down,	analyze	
it:	What’s	the	setting?	What	are	the	conflicts?	And	it’s	
not just discussion. Don’t just tell your peer or partner 
–	write	it	down,	and	exchange	what	you’ve	written.”
 Rodriguez has seven students in his class-
room. That makes small-group work and one-on-one 
attention possible. Though it’s a small group, the 
students	are	at	very	different	developmental	stages	
– academically, emotionally and socially. Rodriguez 
said he is constantly “impressed by how tolerant and 
patient and caring they are” with one another, and that 
“there is no bullying, ever.”
 Rodriguez teaches English-language 
arts and math in the mornings. Students have quiet 
reading	and	journaling	time	after	lunch,	then	turn	
to science and social studies. Some students join 
sixth-graders	for	certain	courses.	
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 The Dell City School and community celebrated 
Thanksgiving,	and	welcomed	the	arrival	of	the	holiday	
season,	with	a	feast	at	the	school	earlier	this	month.	
School cooks Leonor Garcia and Angelica Galvan cooked 
and served up the homestyle meal, Thursday, Nov. 15, and 
parents	and	family	members	joined	their	students	for	lunch	
in	the	cafeteria.	November	15	was	also	National	Parental	
Involvement	Day,	and	the	participation	of	parents	and	
family	members	underscored	the	important	bond	between	
school	and	families.		

	 Principal	Carlos	Contreras	lent	a	hand	to	cafete-
ria	staffers	Angelica	Galvan	and	Leonor	Garcia	by	helping	
to prepare dessert during the school Thanksgiving meal.

School chriStmaS Program iS Dec. 18

 Mark your calendars to celebrate the season 
with the Dell City School! Always a heart-warming 
winter	event,	the	school	Christmas	Program	is	sched-
uled	this	year	for	Tuesday,	Dec.	18,	from	6	to	8	p.m.	in	
Cougar	Gym.	There	will	be	musical	performance	from	
students	(and	perhaps	some	school	staff	and	family	
members!), and a chance to visit.

reminDer: School 
SurPluS Sale Dec. 8
 Dell City ISD will 
hold	a	sale	of	surplus	property	
on	Saturday,	Dec.	8,	from	8	a.m.	
to	noon.	A	wide	range	of	items	
will be on sale, and community 
members are encouraged to 
come and take a look – and to 
feel	free	to	bring	a	trailer.
 Items will be sold 
as-is,	on	a	first-come,	first-served	
basis.
	 The	sale	is	part	of	
an	effort	to	free	up	room	in	the	
former	school	elementary	build-
ing,	at	the	east	end	of	campus	
– which over several decades has 
become an all-purpose storage 
area. 
	 Room	after	room	is	
filled	to	the	ceiling	with	discard-
ed items, and school administra-
tors say the space could be better 
used	for	tutoring,	extracurricular	
activities and other purposes that 
support the school’s mission.
 The December sale 
will	be	the	first	of	several	–	as	
there are simply too many items 
to	be	sorted	through	for	a	single	
sale. 

District Website is 
Updated, and Improved

 The Dell City ISD 
website is new and improved!
 Check out the impres-
sive	redesign	of	the	district’s	
website, at dellcity.schoolwires.
com. The website now has news 
and	announcement,	featured	
videos	and	information	on	ath-
letics, tutoring schedules, school 
board meetings and more. The 
website looks great – and it’s 
still a work-in-progress. School 
staff	plan	to	add	a	more	detailed	
school calendar soon. 
 The website, and the 
school’s Twitter account, are 
good ways to stay in touch with 
what’s happening in Cougar 
Country!continued on page 2
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Adriana Sanchez is 

Dell City ISD’s 
New ESL Aide

 Dell City ISD has a new 
position, one that serves a student 
population	that	needs	extra	support.	
Beginning	after	the	Thanksgiving	
holiday break, Adriana Sanchez 
became the district’s ESL instruc-
tional aide. 
	 At	least	15	of	the	Dell	
City School’s 74 students are En-
glish-language learners. Sanchez is 
working with ESL students grades 
six	through	12,	in	the	core	subject	
areas	of	English,	science,	math	and	social	studies.	These	students	
are immersed in English-language instruction, and absorb lan-
guage	that	way,	but	Principal	Carlos	Contreras	said	that	Sanchez	
can	“expedite	that	learning	process,”	and	help	ensure	these	
students have academic success. 
 “This is a critical position – there’s a high need there,” 
Contreras said. “There’s a point in time when kids really don’t 
understand	what’s	going	on	in	the	classroom,	because	of	the	
language barrier.”
 In multiple improvement plans at the district in recent 
years,	shortfalls	among	ESL	students	have	been	identified	as	
one	of	the	“root	causes”	for	the	school’s	failure	to	meet	state	
standards. Contreras said it was necessary to address that gap di-
rectly,	to	support	student	achievement	for	the	school	as	a	whole.	
 Berenice Mora, the school’s early-education teacher, 
also provides ESL assistance. She’ll continue working with ele-
mentary school students, while Sanchez works with the second-
ary students.
	 Sanchez	has	worked	at	the	district	since	2014,	and	this	
year she had been school secretary. Contreras said he’d come to 
rely	on	her	in	the	main	office.
 “She’s made my job so much easier,” he said, “but 
she’s	needed	so	much	more	for	the	kids.”
	 Sanchez,	who	picked	up	Spanish	mostly	from	her	
grandparents and great-grandparents, sits with ESL students in 
the	classrooms,	observes	them	–	and	keeps	an	eye	out	for	signs	
students aren’t grasping the lesson. She said some students are 
hesitant to ask questions or get a teacher’s attention when they’re 
not	fully	understanding	a	lesson.	It’s	her	job	to	insure	they	get	
that	extra	help.
 “I make sure they get settled into class and that they’re 
paying attention to the lesson,” Sanchez  said. “Then, when the 
assignment comes, I help them break it down in a way they can 
understand.	Sometimes	I	have	to	maybe	explain	it	in	Spanish,	
and then say it again in English, so they can understand the two.”
 Sanchez said the new job is a challenge and a “learning 
experience,”	and	that	she’ll	be	“relying	a	lot	on	other	people	for	
information,	to	guide	me	in	the	right	direction	as	I	figure	it	out.”
 “I tell the kids, ‘I guess we’re learning together,’” 
Sanchez	said.	“When	you’re	a	little	bit	uncomfortable	and	you’re	
out	of	your	box,	that’s	how	you	grow	and	that’s	how	you	learn.”
 But Sanchez said that students are responding well – 
and	that,	even	in	her	first	week,	she	already	has	a	good	chemistry	
in	the	classroom	with	a	number	of	students.
	 “I	feel	like	there	are	a	couple	kids	that	I’m	really	
able	to	help	in	class,”	she	said,	“and	that	always	makes	me	feel	
good.”

 Larger	schools	often	have	dedicated	science	or	social	studies	teachers	
for	these	grades,	but	Rodriguez	teaches	all	subjects,	and	develops	separate	lesson	
plans	for	the	two	grade	levels.	He	finds	areas	of	overlap	where	the	grades	can	work	
together,	and	identifies	things	the	grades	need	to	study	separately.	Rodriguez	said	
that	“the	planning	and	preparation	are	the	most	daunting	part	of	the	job	so	far.”
	 As	a	first-year	teacher,	Rodriguez	said	he’s	eager	for	the	input	and	
advice	of	his	fellow	teachers,	school	administrators	and	outside	consultants.	Tesha	
Czubinski, a veteran educator who teaches Dell City’s second- and third-graders, 
is	Rodriguez’	official	mentor,	and	Rodriguez	said	he’s	“taking	advantage	of	all	her	
experience.”	He	said	that	Ms.	Czubinski,	as	well	as	his	other	fellow	early-ed	and	
elementary teachers, Berenice Mora and Erika Gamez, are “always showing that 
they	care	and	are	there	for	me.”	He	said	the	support	of	DCISD	administrators	and	
consultants	from	the	regional	Education	Service	Center	is	also	vital.
	 “I’m	truly	just	learning,”		Rodriguez	said.	“This	is	a	perfect	setting	for	
me to learn, and to be able to give the students what they need, because they’re 
such a small group.”
	 Rodriguez	doesn’t	come	from	a	family	of	educators,	but	his	interest	in	
becoming a teacher still began young, in his teenage years.
	 Rodriguez	was	born	in	El	Paso,	and	was	raised	in	Juarez.	His	family	
moved	back	to	El	Paso	when	he	was	10,	and	became	involved	members	of	an	El	
Paso	church,	Iglesia	Bautista	Trinity.	Rodriguez	was	“captivated”	by	Bible	classes,	
he said, and during his senior year in high school, was invited to teach Bible 
classes	himself,	to	younger	members	of	the	congregation.	Rodriguez	said	he	had	
a	feeling	it	was	something	he	could	do,	and	he	found	the	experience	exciting	and	
rewarding.
	 “I	started	seeing	how	much	fun	it	is	to	take	information	from	your	brain	
and to put into other people’s brains,” he said. “Seeing the reactions in the youth 
that	I	was	teaching	was	fulfilling,	and	I	kept	imagining	–	I	could	probably	do	this	
for	the	rest	of	my	life.”
 In addition to church and teaching, Rodriguez discovered another pas-
sion	when	his	family	returned	to	El	Paso:	football.	He’d	played	soccer	in	Juarez,	
and	now	Rodriguez	enthusiastically	embraced	the	U.S.	sport.	He	played	safety	at	
Jefferson	High	School.	After	graduating	there,	Rodriguez	enrolled	as	a	student	at	
UTEP.	
	 “Teaching	was	plan	A,”	he	said,	“and	football	was	plan	B	–	I	wanted	to	
go pro.”
	 Rodriguez	was	a	walk-on	for	the	Miners	his	first	years	at	UTEP.	He	
received	a	football	scholarship	his	senior	year	–	and	played	for	UTEP	on	special	
teams.	He	took	many	courses	in	the	education	department,	but	in	part	because	he	
devoted so much time to athletics, he graduated with a degree in interdisciplinary 
studies, rather than in education.
	 After	graduation,	Rodriguez	began	a	year-long	teacher	training	and	
certification	course	at	the	Education	Service	Center.	He	completed	the	training	
about	a	year	ago,	and	worked	as	a	substitute	teacher	in	El	Paso.	Then,	this	summer,	
Education Service Center Director Barbara Amaya told him about an opening at 
Dell City ISD.
	 Rodriguez	originally	thought	the	opening	was	for	a	special-ed	teacher,	
but	when	he	arrived	for	the	interview	with	Supt.	Ruben	Cervantes,	he	learned	the	
special-ed	position	had	been	filled	–	and	the	district	now	needed	a	fourth-	and	fifth-
grade	teacher.	Rodriguez	was	already	certified	in	elementary	education,	and	during	
his	work	as	a	sub,	he	thought	that	elementary	teaching	might	be	“the	niche”	for	
him.	He	said	he’s	“still	exploring”	the	possibilities	within	his	vocation.
	 One	thing	Rodriguez	is	certain	he	wants	to	pursue	is	coaching.	He	did	
some	PE	teaching	and	coaching	as	a	sub,	and	physical	fitness	and	athletics	remain	
a	passion.	He’s	joined	Dell	City	football	players	in	the	weight	room	and	in	prac-
tice.
 “My body needs to be active and running,” Rodriguez said. “I love being 
able	to	run	and	exercise	with	the	kids	–	we	teach	by	modeling,	not	just	by	telling	
them what to do. I know that, whatever it takes, I eventually want to go into coach-
ing.”
	 	Rodriguez	said	the	Dell	City	environment	is	a	“very	comfortable	one”	in	
which	to	develop	as	a	new	teacher.	He	said	one	of	the	surprises,	and	pleasures,	of	
the	Dell	City	School	is	the	involvement	of	parents	and	family	members.
	 “I	feel	like	parents	here	are	much	more	involved	than	in	El	Paso,”	he	
said.	“I’ve	even	gotten	the	opportunity	to	meet	the	grandparents	of	the	kids.	The	
contact with parents is a lot more transparent and open, and I like that, because I 
want	them	to	be	a	part	of	their	kids’	academics.”

Mr. Rodriguez, continued from page 1
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Dell City ISD to Hire 
School Counselor

 Dell City ISD is now seeking to hire a school counselor. A 
full-time	position,	the	counselor’s	job	will	be	to	help	meet	the	social	
and	emotional	needs	of	students,	as	well	as	to	communicate	with	
parents	and	to	help	students	plan	and	prepare	for	post-graduation	–	
whether that be college, a career or the military. 
	 “The	primary	thing	is	the	emotional	well-being	of	the	kids,”	
Principal	Carlos	Contreras	said.	“Students	need	someone	they	can	feel	
able to talk to. The counselor can also talk with students about careers, 
college, the military.”
	 The	counselor	will	assist	students	in	preparing	for	standard-
ized college-admissions tests – the ACT and SAT – and with applying 
for	scholarships	and	colleges.	Edgar	Alvarez,	the	school’s	secondary	
science	teacher,	has	filled	that	role	since	he	joined	the	district	two	
years	ago.	Contreras	said	his	help	has	been	invaluable	–	but	that	a	full-
time counselor will have more time to devote to this work. 
 Contreras said the district hopes to hire an individual certi-
fied	in	counseling,	but	is	also	willing	to	hire	an	individual	who	would	
pursue	certification	while	working	in	the	position.

KeePing an eye on attenDance

	 Good	attendance	is	necessary	for	student	achievement,	
and Dell City School administrators continue to be concerned 
about	attendance	rates.	Parents	and	family	members	are	reminded	
to bring their students to school even on days when students have 
appointments	–	two	or	three	hours	of	school	are	better	than	none!

DC Students, Parents Attend
 Family Reading Night

Casino-Themed “Math Night” Is Dec. 13
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 The Dell City School hosted a “Family Reading Night” Nov. 
15,	and	students,	staff	and	parents	and	family	members	came	together	in	
Cougar	Gym	to	enjoy	the	pleasures	of	reading.
 The event had a camp-out theme, with tents set up in the dark-
ened	gym	and	s’mores	and	hot	chocolate	for	the	participants.	About	two	
dozen	Dell	City	School	parents	and	family	members	attended,	and	stu-
dents	took	turns	reading	to	one	another	around	the	“campfire.”	About	20	
students participated, and students who read to their peers included Aurora 
Bell,	Luis	Ayala,	Iris	Ayala,	Kortney	Burford,	Jose	McCray,	Nicole	Martos	
and Rhiannon Muise, among others. In addition to the camp-out snacks, 
the junior class operated a concession stand.
	 Principal	Carlos	Contreras	said	the	event	was	“very	successful”	
–	and	served	to	create	enthusiasm	for	reading	and	to	connect	students	and	
family	members	with	the	school	and	with	literacy.
 The school will host a Family Math Night in the gym on 
Thursday,	Dec.	13,	from	5	to	7	p.m.	The	gym	will	become	a	“casino”	for	
the evening, with games designed to strengthen math awareness and math 
literacy.	All	students	and	family	members	are	invited	to	attend!

With “Instructional Rounds,” Cultivating 
the “Art and Science” of Teaching

	 The	Dell	City	School	has	launched	a	new	program	of	“in-
structional	rounds,”	which	is	designed	to	help	teachers	learn	from	one	
another	and	to	grow	in	the	“art	and	science”	of	teaching.
 Teachers, along with school administrators, visit one another’s 
classrooms	–	and	then	share	feedback	with	their	peers.	Principal	Carlos	
Contreras	said	visitors	get	to	see	what	their	fellow	teachers	are	doing	in	
the classroom, and, “more importantly, what students are doing.” The 
critical question, Contreras said, is whether students are engaged.
 “There is a science to everything,” Contreras said, “but there’s 
also	an	art,	and	there’s	definitely	an	art	of	teaching.	Here,	we	can	learn	
from	one	another	–	it’s	a	chance	to	dialogue,	to	discuss	instructional	
practices.”
	 The	first	instructional	rounds	were	Nov.	15.	Contreras	and	
Supt.	Ruben	Cervantes	were	joined	in	the	classroom	visits	by	two	of	the	
district’s	veteran,	lead	teacher,	Joseph	and	Tesha	Czubinski.	The	visitors	
stayed	for	about	20	minutes.	Later	in	the	day,	they	shared	their	observa-
tions	and	feedback	with	their	colleagues.
 Contreras said he hopes to make the instructional rounds a 
monthly	activity.	The	next	set	is	Dec.	18.	Two	teachers	will	be	selected	
to	join	Contreras	in	those	visits.	Sylvia	Hopp,	the	“monitor”	assigned	to	
Dell	City	ISD	by	the	Texas	Education	Agency,	and	Dr.	Christine	Althoff,	
director	of	academic	instruction	and	school	support	at	the	regional	Edu-
cation	Service	Center	in	El	Paso,	will	also	participate.
	 “It’s	a	learning	opportunity	both	for	the	teachers	and	the	visi-
tors,” Contreras said.

Cougars Gear Up for 2019 County Livestock Show

photographs by Susie Estrada
	 The	Hudspeth	County	Junior	Livestock	Show	and	Auction	
is just around the corner, and Dell City School students are getting to 
work.	Hudspeth	County	Extension	Agent	Cathy	Klein	visited	Dell	City	
Nov.	26	to	validate	pigs	for	the	show,	working	with	Dell	City	ISD	FFA	
Coordinator Chuck Wilson and his students to tag and determining 
the	gender	and	breed	of	the	swine.	Dell	City	School	students	who	will	
show	pigs	at	January’s	event	include	third	graders	Texana	Scarbrough	
and	Zachary	Mendoza,	sophomore	Jackie	Mendoza	and	junior	Jaelyn	
McCarty. Good luck Cougars! 
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Celebrating Student Achievement 

at Six-Weeks Awards
	 Cougar	student	achievement	during	the	second	six-weeks	of	the	school	
year	was	recognized	with	a	“5A	Day”	(Awards	for	Academics,	Attendance,	Athlet-
ics,	Activities)	on	Nov.	14.	The	next	six-weeks	awards	ceremony	is	scheduled	for	
Wednesday,	Jan.	9,	from	2:15	to	2:55	p.m.,	and	parents	and	family	members	are	
invited to attend.
  School Activities Coordinator Catrina Wilson MC’ed the ceremony this 
month in Cougar Gym.
	 For	Pre-K	students,	awards	included:	Makenzie	Alvord,	“Super	Sharer”;	
Amari	Estrada,	perfect	attendance	and	the	“Sharing	and	Caring”	award;	Isaac	Mar-
tin	Del	Campo,	perfect	attendance	and	“Best	Class	Leader”;	Christhian	Medina,	
“Amazing	Artist”;	Robert	Merritt-Montez,	“Best	Helper”;	Michael	Radunz,	“Best	
Helper”;	Russell	Rakes,	“Awesome	Attitude”;	Allison	Rodriguez,	perfect	atten-
dance	and	“Caring	Classmate”;	and	Elisa	Rodriguez,	perfect	attendance	and	the	
“Cheerful”	award.
	 Kindergarten	award	recipients	included:	Eliseo	Campos,	for	“Great	
Progress”;	Mia	Garcia-Estrada,	for	reading;	Jaydan	Perez,	for	math;	and	Nicholas	
Radunz,	for	math.
	 In	first	grade,	awards	were:	Nathan	Ainsworth,	for	perfect	attendance	and	
for	writing;	Jose	McCray,	for	science;	Victoria	Mora,	for	science;	Jesus	Rodri-
guez-Velarde,	for	reading;	and	Gabriela	Velarde,	for	writing.
	 For	second	grade,	award	recipients	included:	Rachel	Medina	Rangel,	for	
perfect	attendance,	AB	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero”	and	“Science	Hero”;	Em-
mett	Muise,	with	A	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero,”	“Math	Hero”	and	“Language	
Arts	Hero”;	and	Grayson	O’Leary,	with	AB	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero”	and	
“Social	Studies	Hero.”
	 Third	grade	award	winners	were:	Aurora	Bell,	A	Honor	Roll,	“Home-
work	Hero,”	“Math	Hero”	and	“Language	Arts	Hero”;	Anthony	Galvan,	“Home-
work	Hero”	and	“Social	Studies	Hero”;	Jimena	Martin	Del	Campo,	AB	Honor	
Roll,	perfect	attendance,	“Homework	Hero”	and	“Science	Hero”;	Zachary	Men-
doza,	AB	Honor	Roll,	perfect	attendance,	“Homework	Hero”	and	“Social	Studies	
Hero”;	Mia	Mora,	A	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero”	and	“Science	Hero”;	Texana	
Scarbrough,	A	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero,”	“Math	Hero”	and	“Language	Arts	
Hero”;	and	Violeta	Solis,	AB	Honor	Roll,	“Homework	Hero”	and	“Language	Arts	
Hero.”
	 In	fourth	grade,	awards	went	to:	Gerardo	Castillo,	AB	Honor	Roll,	
perfect	attendance	and	model	behavior;	McKenna	Crabb,	A	Honor	Roll,	perfect	
attendance	and	model	behavior;	Samanta	Espinoza,	AB	Honor	Roll;	and	Cassidy	
Hale,	for	AB	Honor	Roll,	perfect	attendance	and	the	“Caring	Person”	award.
	 Fifth	grade	award	recipients	included:	Brandon	Crabb,	for	A	Honor	Roll	
and	perfect	attendance;	Nicole	Martos,	AB	Honor	Roll	and	perfect	attendance;	
Rhiannon	Muise,	A	Honor	Roll	and	perfect	attendance;	and	Dustin	Neely,	for	AB	
Honor	Roll.
	 Sixth	grade	award	winners	were:	Giselle	Castillo,	AB	Honor	Roll;	and	
Luis	Guillen,	perfect	attendance.
	 For	seventh	grade,	awards	went	to:	Iris	Ayala,	AB	Honor	Roll;	Kortney	
Burford,	AB	Honor	Roll;	Hallie	Chavez,	AB	Honor	Roll;	and	Jeremiah	Rauch,	AB	
Honor	Roll.
	 In	eighth	grade,	award	recipients	were:	Orlando	Fuentes,	AB	Honor	
Roll	and	“Fundraising	Guru”	for	FFA;	Damien	Spiers,	AB	Honor	Roll;	and	Jasper	
Vargas,	perfect	attendance.
	 Ninth	grade	award	recipients	included:	Kaysie	Burford,	for	AB	Honor	
Roll	and	perfect	attendance;	Esteban	Morales,	AB	Honor	Roll;	and	Shania	Vargas,	
for	perfect	attendance.
	 The	tenth	grade	award	winner	was	Jacqueline	Mendoza,	for	perfect	atten-
dance.
	 In	eleventh	grade,	awards	were	presented	to:	Kassandra	Acosta,	for	AB	
Honor	Roll;	Maxine	Burford,	AB	Honor	Roll;	Christian	Mendoza,	AB	Honor	Roll;	
Galicia	Velarde,	“Fundraising	Guru”	for	both	the	kettle	corn	and	“Halloween	gram”	
fundraisers;	and	Hunter	Wilson,	“Fundraising	Guru”	for	the	cheerleading	program.
	 Among	seniors,	the	award	recipients	were:	Caleb	Bell,	A	Honor	Roll;	and	
Reilly	Czubinski,	A	Honor	Roll	and	perfect	attendance.
 Congratulations, Cougar students!

Coffee with 
the Principal

Wednesday, December 10
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 

& 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.

Join us for coffee with 
Principal Carlos Contreras 

and other school administrators. 
It’s a chance to learn more about what’s 

happening at the school, and to share 
questions, concerns and suggestions, 

and all parents, family and community 
members are invited to attend!

Coffee at the School is held the 
second Wednesday of each month. 
Come to the school’s Main Office.

STAAR EOC Testing 
Scheduled for Dec. 3-6

Juniors, Seniors to Take Test 
for College Admissions

	 Dell	City	High	students	will	be	taking	a	number	of	
state-mandated	“End-of-Course,”	or	EOC	tests,	as	well	as	an	
exam	important	in	college	admissions,	the	week	of	Dec.	3.	
Parents	and	family	members	are	urged	to	help	their	students	
prepare	for	these	exams.	
	 Principal	Carlos	Contreras	said	family	members	can	
support	students	by	ensuring	students	get	plenty	of	rest	before	
test days and have quiet areas in which to study and concentrate. 
Encouragement	and	motivation	from	parents	and	family	mem-
bers is critical, Contreras said.
	 Students	in	grades	10	through	12	who	failed	to	pass	
EOC	exams	last	year	will	be	retaking	those	tests.	Passing	these	
exams	is	required	for	graduation.	The	English	I	exam	will	be	
held on Monday, Dec. 3, Algebra I on Tuesday, English II on 
Wednesday	and	Biology	and	U.S.	History	on	Thursday.
 
 All Dell City juniors and seniors will be taking the 
ACT	test	on	Thursday,	Dec.	6.	This	standardized	test	is	used	in	
college admissions.
	 All	testing	will	take	place	between	8	a.m.	and	1	p.m.

Poinsettias For Sale!
Now through Nov. 30
To benefit Junior Class

Delivery the Week of Dec. 10
Place Your Order at the Main Office!


